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Besides this, the Bills were published in extenso in
the Gazette, sometimes many months before they
were passed, and were thus submitted to the fullest
possible criticism and discussion.

As soon as the replies of the Local Governments
and their agents were received, a Special-Committee
sat upon the Bill, and considered with careful atten-
tion, not only every clause in it, but every opinion
expressed upon every clause, either by the Local
Governments or by their agents. In important
measures, this process was very long and elaborate.
In the case of the Code of Criminal Procedure, which
was re-enacted in 1872 (as Act X., 1872), the materials
before the Committee formed a folio volume, which
must have contained 400 or 500 closely printed pages
of minute criticism on every section of the Bill, by
officers connected with the administration of justice in
every part of the country, as well as by the Local
Governments.

When the Special Committee had agreed upon
their Report, and had made such amendments as
appeared to them to be required, the Bill was again
brought before the Council after having been, in some
cases, re-printed and re-published in order to give a
further opportunity to the public of expressing their
opinion upon it Before the Council the motion was,
that ' the Bill, as amended by the Select Committee,
be taken into consideration/ This gave further
opportunity for the discussion of the principle of the
Bill. If the motion was carried, any further amend-
ments which might be required were proposed and